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INTRODUCTION 
 
This course booklet contains details of the Adults ESOL Core Curriculum.  It identifies 
the Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing learning goals for Entry 1 through to 
Level 2. 
 
Falcon English School was established in 2016.  The school’s goal is to help learners 
with progressing in both their personal and professional lives.  Teachers will work 
closely with students to improve their speaking and listening, reading and writing. 
 
Falcon English School is run by Integration Support Services (registered charity 
number 1120609, limited by guarantee number 6308708). 
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NATIONAL STANDARDS AND LEVEL DESCRIPTORS: 

ENTRY 1 
 

Speaking and Listening 
 
At this level, adults can: 
 

 listen and respond to spoken language, including simple narratives, 
statements, questions and single-step instructions 

 speak to communicate basic information, feelings and opinions on familiar 
topics 

 engage in discussion with another person in a familiar situation about 
familiar topics 

 
Adults will be expected to: 
 

 listen for the gist of short explanations 

 listen for detail using key words to extract some specific information 
 
In simple and familiar formal exchanges connected with education, training, work 
and social roles, adults will be expected to: 
 

 follow single-step instructions in a familiar context, asking for instructions to 
be repeated if necessary 

 listen and respond to requests for personal information 

 speak clearly to be heard and understood in simple exchanges 

 make requests using appropriate terms 

 make statements of fact clearly 

 ask questions to obtain specific information 

 speak and listen in simple exchanges and in everyday contexts 
 

Reading 
 
At this level, adults can: 
 

 read and understand short texts with repeated language patterns on familiar 
topics 

 read and obtain information from common signs and symbols 
 
Adults will be expected to: 
 

 follow a short narrative on a familiar topic or experience 

 recognise the different purposes of texts at this level 

 possess a limited, meaningful sight vocabulary of words, signs and symbols 
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In texts such as public signs and notices, lists, forms, notes, records, simple 
narratives, adults will be expected to: 
 

 decode simple, regular words 

 recognise the letters of the alphabet in both upper and lower case 
 

Writing 
 
At this level, adults can: 
 

 write to communicate information to an intended audience 
 
At this level, adults will be expected to: 
 

 use written words and phrases to record or present information 

 construct a simple sentence 

 punctuate a simple sentence with a capital letter and a full stop 

 use a capital letter for personal pronoun ‘I’ 
 
In documents such as forms, lists, messages, notes, records, adults will be expected 
to: 
 

 spell correctly some personal key words and familiar words 

 write the letters of the alphabet using upper and lower case 
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NATIONAL STANDARDS AND LEVEL DESCRIPTORS: 

ENTRY 2 
 

Speaking and Listening 
 
At this level, adults can: 
 

 listen and respond to spoken language, including straightforward 
information, short narratives, explanations and instructions 

 speak to communicate information, feelings and opinions on familiar topics 

 engage in discussion with one or more people in a familiar situation, to 
establish shared understanding about familiar topics 

 
Adults will be expected to: 
 

 listen for and follow the gist of explanations, instructions and narratives 

 listen for detail in short explanations, instructions and narratives 

 listen for and identify the main points of short explanations or presentations 
 
In straightforward, familiar formal exchanges connected with education, training, 
work and social roles, adults will be expected to: 
 

 listen to and follow short, straightforward explanations and instructions 

 listen to and identify simply expressed feelings and opinions 

 speak clearly to be heard and understood in straightforward exchanges 

 make requests and ask questions to obtain information in everyday contexts 

 respond to straightforward questions 

 express clearly statements of fact and short accounts and descriptions 

 ask questions to clarify understanding 

 follow the gist of discussions 

 follow the main points and make appropriate contributions to the discussion 
 

Reading 
 
At this level, adults can: 
 

 read and understand short, straightforward texts on familiar topics 

 read and obtain information from short documents, familiar sources and 
signs and symbols 

 
Adults will be expected to: 
 

 trace and understand the main events of chronological and instructional texts 

 recognise the different purposes of texts at this level 

 recognise high-frequency words and words with common spelling patterns 

 use illustrations and captions to locate information 

 read and understand linking words and adverbials in instructions and 
directions, e.g. next, then, right, straight on 
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 read and understand words on forms related to personal information, e.g. first 
name, surname, address, postcode, age, date of birth 

 
In texts such as public signs and notices, lists, forms, notes, records, e-mails, simple 
narratives, letters and diagrams, adults will be expected to: 
 

 identify common sources of information 

 use phonic and graphic knowledge to decode words 

 use a simplified dictionary to find the meaning of unfamiliar words 

 use initial letter to find and sequence words in alphabetical order 
 

Writing 
 
At this level, adults can: 
 

 write to communicate information with some awareness of the intended 
audience 

 
Adults will be expected to: 
 

 use written words and phrases to record or present information 

 construct simple and compound sentences using common conjunctions to 
connect two clauses, e.g. as, and, but 

 use adjectives 

 use punctuation correctly, e.g. capital letters, full stops and question marks 

 use a capital letter for proper nouns 
 
In documents such as forms, lists, messages, notes, records, e-mails, simple 
narratives, adults will be expected to: 
 

 spell correctly the majority of personal details and familiar common words 

 produce legible text 
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NATIONAL STANDARDS AND LEVEL DESCRIPTORS: 

ENTRY 3 
 

Speaking and Listening 
 
At this level, adults can: 
 

 listen and respond to spoken language, including straightforward information 
and narratives, and follow straightforward explanations and instructions, both 
face-to-face and on the telephone 

 speak to communicate information, feelings and opinions on familiar topics, 
using appropriate formality, both face-to-face and on the telephone 

 engage in discussion with one or more people in a familiar situation, making 
relevant points and responding to what others say to reach a shared 
understanding about familiar topics 

 
Adults will be expected to: 
 

 listen for and follow the gist of explanations, instructions and narratives in 
different contexts 

 listen for detail in explanations, instructions and narratives in different contexts 

 listen for and identify relevant information and new information from 
discussions, explanations and presentations 

 use strategies to clarify and confirm understanding, e.g. facial expressions or 
gestures 

 listen to and respond appropriately to other points of view 
 
In familiar formal exchanges connected with education, training, work and social 
roles, adults will be expected to: 
 

 speak clearly to be heard and understood using appropriate clarity, speed and 
phrasing 

 use formal language and register when appropriate 

 make requests and ask questions to obtain information in familiar and 
unfamiliar contexts 

 respond to a range of questions about familiar topics 

 express clearly statements of fact and give short explanations, accounts and 
descriptions 

 follow and understand the main points of discussions on different topics 

 make contributions to discussions that are relevant to the subject 

 respect the turn-taking rights of others during discussions 
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Reading 
 
At this level, adults can: 
 

 read and understand short, straightforward texts on familiar topics accurately 
and independently 

 read and obtain information from everyday sources 
 
Adults will be expected to: 
 

 trace and understand the main events of chronological, continuous descriptive 
and explanatory texts of more than one paragraph 

 recognise the different purposes of texts at this level 

 recognise and understand relevant specialist key words 

 identify the main points and ideas and predict words from context 

 relate an image to print and use it to obtain meaning 

 recognise and understand the organisational features and typical language of 
instructional texts, e.g. use of imperatives and second person 

 skim read title, headings and illustrations to decide if material is of interest 

 scan texts to locate information 

 obtain specific information through detailed reading 

 read and understand words and phrases commonly used on forms 
 
In texts such as forms, notes, records, e-mails, narratives, letters, diagrams, simple 
instructions, short reports, adults will be expected to: 
 

 understand and use organisational features to locate information, e.g. 
contents, index, menus 

 use a dictionary to find the meaning of unfamiliar words 

 use first- and second-place letters to find and sequence words in alphabetical 
order 

 

Writing 
 
At this level, adults can: 
 

 write to communicate information and opinions with some adaptation to the 
intended audience 

 
Adults will be expected to: 
 

 plan and draft writing 

 organise writing in short paragraphs 

 sequence chronological writing 

 write in complete sentences 

 use correct basic grammar, e.g. appropriate verb tense, subject–verb 
agreement 
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 use punctuation correctly, e.g. capital letters, full stops, question marks, 
exclamation marks 

 
In documents such as forms, notes, records, e-mails, letters, narratives, simple 
instructions, short reports, adults will be expected to: 
 

 spell correctly common words and relevant key words for work and special 
interest 

 proofread and correct writing for grammar and spelling 

 produce legible text 
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NATIONAL STANDARDS AND LEVEL DESCRIPTORS: 

LEVEL 1 
 

Speaking and Listening 
 
At this level, adults can: 
 

 listen and respond to spoken language, including information and narratives, 
and follow explanations and instructions of varying length, adapting response 
to speaker, medium and context 

 speak to communicate information, ideas and opinions, adapting speech 
and content to take account of the listener(s) and medium 

 engage in discussion with one or more people in familiar and unfamiliar 
situations, making clear and relevant contributions that respond to what others 
say and produce a shared understanding about different topics 

 
Adults will be expected to: 
 

 listen for and understand explanations, instructions and narratives on different 
topics in a range of contexts 

 listen for and identify relevant information from explanations and 
presentations on a range of straightforward topics 

 use strategies to clarify and confirm understanding, e.g. facial expressions, 
body language and verbal prompts 

 provide feedback and confirmation when listening to others 
 
In formal exchanges connected with education, training, work and social roles, adults 
will be expected to: 
 

 speak clearly in a way which suits the situation 

 make requests and ask questions to obtain information in familiar and 
unfamiliar contexts 

 respond to questions on a range of topics 

 express clearly statements of fact, explanations, instructions, accounts and 
descriptions 

 present information and ideas in a logical sequence and include detail and 
develop ideas where appropriate 

 follow and contribute to discussions on a range of straightforward topics 

 make contributions relevant to the situation and the subject 

 respect the turn-taking rights of others during discussions 

 use appropriate phrases for interruption 
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Reading 
 
At this level, adults can: 
 

 read and understand straightforward texts of varying lengths on a variety of 
topics accurately and independently 

 read and obtain information from different sources 
 
Adults will be expected to: 
 

 trace and understand the main events of continuous descriptive, explanatory 
and persuasive texts 

 recognise how language and other textual features are used to achieve 
different purposes, e.g. to instruct, explain, describe, persuade 

 identify the main points and specific detail, and infer meaning from images 
which is not explicit in the text 

 use different reading strategies to find and obtain information 
 
In reports, instructional, explanatory and persuasive texts 
 

 use organisational and structural features to locate information, e.g. contents, 
index, menus, subheadings, paragraphs 

 use reference material to find the meaning of unfamiliar words 
 

Writing 
 
At this level, adults can: 
 

 write to communicate information, ideas and opinions clearly using length, 
format and style appropriate to purpose and audience 

 
Adults will be expected to: 
 

 plan and draft writing 

 present information in a logical sequence, using paragraphs where 
appropriate 

 judge how much to write, and the level of detail to include 

 use language suitable for purpose and audience 

 use format and structure for different purposes 

 write in complete sentences 

 use correct grammar, e.g. subject–verb agreement, correct use of tense 

 punctuate sentences correctly, and use punctuation so that meaning is clear 
 
In documents such as forms, records, e-mails, letters, narratives, instructions, 
reports, explanations, adults will be expected to: 
 

 spell correctly words used most often in work, studies and daily life 

 proofread and revise writing for accuracy and meaning 

 produce legible text  
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NATIONAL STANDARDS AND LEVEL DESCRIPTORS: 

LEVEL 2 
 

Speaking and Listening 
 
At this level, adults can: 
 

 listen and respond to spoken language, including extended information and 
narratives, and follow detailed explanations and multi-step instructions of 
varying length, adapting response to speaker, medium and context 

 speak to communicate straightforward and detailed information, ideas and 
opinions clearly, adapting speech and content to take account of the 
listener(s), medium, purpose and situation 

 engage in discussion with one or more people in a variety of different 
situations, making clear and effective contributions that produce outcomes 
appropriate to purpose and topic 

 
Adults will be expected to: 
 

 listen to, understand and follow lengthy or multi-step instructions and 
narratives on a range of topics and in a range of contexts 

 listen for and identify relevant information from extended explanations or 
presentations on a range of topics 

 use strategies intended to reassure, e.g. body language and appropriate 
phraseology 

 respond to criticism and criticise constructively 
 
In a wide range of formal and social exchanges, adults will be expected to: 
 

 speak clearly and confidently in a way which suits the situation 

 make requests and ask questions to obtain detailed information in familiar and 
unfamiliar contexts 

 respond to detailed or extended questions on a range of topics 

 express clearly statements of fact, explanations, instructions, accounts, 
descriptions, using appropriate structure, style and vocabulary 

 present information and ideas in a logical sequence and provide further detail 
and development to clarify or confirm understanding 

 adapt contributions to discussions to suit audience, context, purpose and 
situation 

 make relevant contributions and help to move discussions forward 

 support opinions and arguments with evidence 

 use appropriate phrases for interruption and change of topic 
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Reading 
 

 read and understand a range of texts of varying complexity accurately and 
independently 

 read and obtain information of varying length and detail from different 
sources 

 
 
Adults will be expected to: 
 

 trace and understand the main events of continuous descriptive, explanatory 
and persuasive texts 

 identify the purpose of a text and infer meaning which is not explicit 

 read and understand technical vocabulary 

 identify the main points and specific detail 

 read an argument and identify the points of view 

 use different reading strategies to find and obtain information, e.g. skimming, 
scanning, detailed reading 

 
In a wide range of text types, adults will be expected to: 
 

 read critically to evaluate information and compare information, ideas and 
opinions from different sources 

 summarise information from longer documents 

 use organisational features and systems to locate texts and information 

 use reference material to find the meaning of unfamiliar words 
 

Writing 
 

 write to communicate information, ideas and opinions clearly and effectively, 
using length, format and style appropriate to purpose, content and audience 

 
Adults will be expected to: 
 

 plan and draft writing 

 present information and ideas in a logical or persuasive sequence, using 
paragraphs where appropriate 

 judge how much to write, and the level of detail to include 

 use formal and informal language appropriate to purpose and audience 

 use format and structure to organise writing for different purposes 

 construct complex sentences 

 use different styles of writing for different purposes, e.g. persuasive 
techniques, supporting evidence, technical vocabulary 

 use correct grammar, e.g. subject–verb agreement, correct and consistent 
use of tense 

 use pronouns so that their meaning is clear 

 punctuate sentences correctly and use punctuation accurately, e.g. commas, 
apostrophes, inverted commas 
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In a wide range of documents, adults will be expected to: 
 

 spell correctly words used most often in work, studies and daily life, including 
familiar technical word 

 proofread and revise writing for accuracy and meaning 

 produce legible text 
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CONTACT US 
 

If you would like further information, you can contact us in one of the following ways: 

 

By email: 

 

info@falconenglishschool.co.uk 

 

By phone: 

 

01279 639442 

Mon – Fri 

10 am – 4 pm 

 

By writing: 

 

Falcon English School 

The Latton Bush Centre 

Office 37 

Southern Way 

Harlow 

CM18 7BL 

 


